FIRST FP7 CALL FOR PROPOSALS OMC-NET LAUNCHED

The Work Programme 2007 for the FP7 — Capacities activity 'Support for the Coherent
Development of Research Policies' contains a provision for a call for proposals under the
OMC-NET scheme.

This call, the first OMC-NET call under FP7, has now been launched :
o Call launch date : 19 October 2007
e Call deadline : 6 March 2008

o Budget: 7.5 M€

e Participation: a minimum of five independent legal entities from five different Member
States or Associated States is required. The minimum number of participants must include
only public bodies being directly involved in and carrying institutional responsibility for
the preparation and formulation of research policies at national or regional level. The
coordinator must be chosen amongst them.

o Funding instrument : coordination and support action (coordinating)

The OMC-NET action complements the multilateral Open Method of Coordination (OMC)
process, as it has been supervised in the field of research policy by CREST since 2003, by
offering to groups of Member States and/or their regions the possibility to obtain
financial support for developing policy coordination activities on specific research policy
issues of their common interest.

The target audience for the OMC-NET action is primarily national and regional research
policy makers, but consortia can include, where appropriate, other stakeholders such as
industry, academia, European organisations or civil society organisations.

OMC-NET projects should :

o contribute to the development of more effective research policies through mutual learning
and peer-review

e help assess the need for and prepare concerted or joint initiatives between groups of
countries and regions in research policy areas involving a strong trans-national dimension
or spill-over

e where appropriate, identify issues where actions by national and regional authorities would
need to be complemented and supported by initiatives at Community level

Initiatives undertaken within the context of an OMC-NET project may cover : peer-review of
national and regional policies, exchange of experience and personnel, identification of good
practice, networking activities, joint consultations, evaluations and impact assessments,
development of quantitative comparisons of the effectiveness of national/regional/EU
policies, development of guidelines and policy recommendations, design and implementation
of transferability scenarios, analysis of emerging policy issues, exploration and definition of
joint initiatives, large-scale dissemination of results.

Within the context of the upcoming call, clearly focussed proposals will be invited on specific
research policy issues, addressing selected aspects of the following policy areas :

¢ developing an appropriate R&D policy mix

e creating appropriate framework conditions for stimulating private R&D investment




e improving the cooperation and transfer of technologies between public research institutes
and private enterprises, including through developing public-private partnerships

e developing and making better use of incentives to leverage private R&D
e modernising the management of universities and other research institutions

e enhancing the career development and the European, international as well as inter-sectoral
mobility of R&D personnel

A pilot OMC-NET call under FP6 was launched end 2005, resulting in 10 projects being
supported. For information purposes, a short summary of all projects currently running is
attached.

More detailed information on the upcoming call is available in the Work Programme 2007 for
the FP7 — Capacities activity 'Support for the Coherent Development of Research Policies,
which, together with other supporting documents, can be found through CORDIS
(http://cordis.europa.eu/FP7/calls).

For any questions that should remain, please feel free to contact Mr Marnix Surgeon (tel: +32
2 2997800, Marnix.Surgeon@ec.europa.eu).
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