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There is a trend throughout the whole of Europe to move towards full costing and Czech universities

are certainly following this trend
Lenka Lepicovd, The Technology Centre ASCR, Czech Republic
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ECHO is a bulletin published in Czech every two months by the Technology
Centre ASCR. One edition was devoted to full costing and can be found at:
www.tc.cz/dokums_raw/295echo-209¢-3_46.pdf

The current situation

Most Czech universities are currently at the stage of discussing the
advantages and disadvantages of full costing methodologies and the
development of these systems. Some universities are more advanced

than others, but there is general awareness about the importance of
implementing full costing. There is no common national approach or
ambition to create one common methodology which should fit all. Instead
institutions are developing their own methodologies, either individually
or in collaboration with a couple of other universities of the same type.
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But they have recognised the European tendency towards fuII
costing and have been motivated to try and calculate whether
their figure is actually above or below the 60% flat rate. FP7
rules go further, and the European Commission can provide
certification of full costing methodologies of individual in
stitutions and thus give reasonable assurance on the reliability
of the beneficiaries’ costing methodology for further
participation in FP7.

However, the possibility of certification is open only to the
most important FP7 beneficiaries with multiple FP6 and FP7
projects, and therefore no Czech university can request this
certification. However, a certificate issued by the European
Commission to any university can be seen as best practice
lis an inspiration to all European universities, including those in the

ch Republic.

tional driver for the implementation of full costing

un a national level in the Czech Republic, the most important driver for
implementing full costing is a programme called Operational Programme
Research and Development for Innovation (OPR_DI). This programme, co-funded
by the EU Structural Fund, has a budget of over €2,400,000,000 for the period
2007 to 2013 and represents a unique opportunity to strengthen Czech research.
Its managing authority, the Czech Ministry of Education sets rules of eligibility

of indirect costs based on full costing. Universities not having full costing cannot
ask for reimbursement of any indirect costs in OPR_DI projects.

The basic requirements regarding conditions for eligible full costing
methodologies were set out by the Ministry in a document entitled,

‘General rules (framework methodology) for reporting actual indirect project costs
under OPR_DI' This document has been prepared so it doesn't contradict

the rules of FP7 or Czech legislation, to be general enough to allow research
institutions to take into account their specific financial contexts, and to provide
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